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Fostering global leaders of the 21st century

GLP members stand on the stage of the U Thant International Conference Hall at UNU.

By Yuya Okada, Maia Yamashita and 
Kazumi Yamamoto

Soka Senior High School in 
Tokyo was designated a Super 
Global High School (SGH) by 
the Ministry of Education, Cul-
ture, Sports and Technology in 
2016. 

The Global Leaders Program 
(GLP) is attended by 16 students 
at the Keisetsu Library in Soka 
Senior High School every Tues-
day and Friday. The program is 
based on GLP’s theme for 2016, 
“Our suggestions for the global 
issues in the viewpoint of nucle-
ar disarmament, human rights 
and sustainable development.” 

In one of the main program 
activities, students did fieldwork 
in Okinawa and California. 

In addition to other activities, 
GLP members try to acquire 
language arts, which includes 
the analysis of texts or pictures 
and conversation in a Q&A for-
mat. Also, they study about the-
oretical studies of nuclear weap-
ons through many discussions 

Eight GLP members visited 
Okinawa Prefecture for field-
work from Aug. 10 to 12, 2016.

In this fieldwork, they learned 
about the Battle of Okinawa and 
interacted with local high school 
students to learn the tragedies of 
the war. The Battle of Okinawa 
was fought between the U.S. and 
Japan during the last part of 
World War ll. It was the only 
ground war in Japan. In the bat-
tle, a quarter of Okinawa resi-
dents were killed.

Himeyuri Peace 
Museum

GLP members visited Hime-
yuri Peace Museum and Hime-
yuri Monument in Itoman, Oki-
nawa. They listened to a story 
told by a war storyteller and a 
successor of war storytellers and 
learned about the Himeyuri stu-
dents. They were a group that 

consisted of 222 female stu-
dents. They engaged in nursing 
injured soldiers during the bat-
tle. They did a variety of danger-
ous work such as performing 
first aid for the injured soldiers, 
helping doctors and digging air-
raid shelters. As a result of this 
dangerous work, about a half of 
them — 123 students — were 
killed in the battle. 

GLP members looked at the 
displays showing the photo-
graphs of each student’s faces 
and details such as their char-
acters and their school lives. In 
addition, members read the tes-
timony collections of the stu-
dents. The collections indicated 
that the students had been 
robbed of their opportunity to 
study because of the war. GLP 
members realized the pleasure 
of studying and they were moti-
vated to study from seeing the 
displays.

Gamahuya group 
volunteers excavate 
soldiers’ bones

GLP members visited the ex-
cavation site of the battle of 
Okinawa where the bones of 
dead soldiers have been buried. 
This excavation activity is done 
by the volunteer group Gama-
huya. “The bones are the weak 
who cannot say anything. To 
defend their human rights, we, 
as the survivors of the battle, 
need to return them to their 
family” said Takamatsu Gushi-
ken who is the representative of 
Gamahuya. He has undertaken 
the activity by using his holi-
days for more than 30 years. 

In addition, Gamahuya did a 
large-scale excavation from 
October to December 2009, 
supported by Japanese govern-

Okinawa fieldwork toward a peaceful world

and lectures by experts.
GLP hosted eight lectures by 

10 guests. Kevin Clements, the 
foundation chair of peace and 
conflict studies and director of 
the New Zealand National Cen-
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tre for Peace and Conflict Stud-
ies (NCPACS) at the University 
of Otago, Dunedin, New Zea-
land, visited Soka Gakuen in 
May. In his lecture to GLP stu-
dents, he talked about the poli-

tics of compassion in a world of 
ruthless power. Soka University 
professor Junzo Iida has taught 
GLP students about internation-
al human law three times since 
May. 

GLP students went to United 
Nations University (UNU), a 
graduate school located in To-
kyo that is contributing to solv-
ing global issues via cooperative 
research and education on May 
26. There, Natsuko Imai, who 
works for the UNU Institute on 
the Advanced Study of Sustain-
ability gave a lecture regarding 
Sustainable Development Goals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NAME Position
Kevin
Clements

Professor of University of Otago

Junzo Iida Professor of Soka University

Natsuko
Imai

Programme Assistant of United
Nations University

Tetsuo
Kondo

Director of United Nations
Development Programme
Representative Office in Japan

Eiji
Yamamoto

Ambassador of Japan to Timor-
Leste

Yoshinobu
Tatewaki

Unit Head, Portfolio
Management of Bangladesh
Resident Mission of Asian
Development Bank

List of Experts Who Delivered Lectures
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Japanese students lacking in enterprise for global issues
In Soka Senior High School 

(Kodaira, Tokyo), GLP mem-
bers are learning global issues, 
and we surveyed students in 
Tokyo, Okinawa and Califor-
nia about peace and human 
rights as a part of our GLP re-
search. We found the Japanese 
students are on the defensive 
on global issues. This summer, 
GLP members went to Okina-
wa and California for field-
work. The reason why we con-
ducted th is survey whose 
respondents live in the three 
areas is that we wanted to 
know differences of attitudes 
by area.

The question “What kind of 
human rights issues are you in-
terested in?” (Chart 1) illus-
trates California students have 
more concerns than Japanese 
students do on all of the issues. 
Japanese are interested in refu-
gees and immigrants’ rights 
more than other issues such as 
women’s rights and LGBT’s 
rights. 

The second question “How 
often do you talk about war 
(current conflicts, terrorism, 
etc.) with your family and 
friends?” shows that the num-
ber of people answered either 
“often” or “sometimes” in 
California is larger than that 
of the Japanese. We found Jap-
anese students answered “be-
ing interested in refugees and 
immigrants’ rights,” but they 
do not exchange their opinions 

about conflicts with their fam-
ily and friends (Chart 2). This 
result displays that Japanese 
students have a low problem 
consciousness and are back-
ward in terms of human rights 
issues. Meanwhile, we can see 
that California students are 
keenly interested in human 
rights problems and their atti-
tude to exchange opinions with 
their family and friends.

The third question “Where 
have you heard about the prac-
tical experiences of war be-
fore?” (Chart 3) shows a differ-
ence in the areas. In Okinawa, 
the number of respondents who 
answered “at school” were 
much more than the other two 
areas. We can see there are 
war experiences passed down 
as school education because 
Okinawa is the only place a 
ground battle occurred in Ja-
pan. 

Responding the same as 
Okinawa, “at school” is also 
the top answer in Tokyo, while 
we can see it followed by “on 
TV or the internet.” Still, “on 
TV or the internet” produces 
much higher numbers in Cali-
fornia students, showing that 
California students are trying 
to search and get information 
proact ively by themselves 
when they are studying on 
practical experiences of war. 
Japanese students, again, take 
less action.

This survey was conducted 

By Masami Shibata and Yuka Nishiura

ment, which hired 55 people, 
the homeless and poor together. 
This succeeded in collecting 
175 people’s bones, and en-
countering the soldiers’ bones 
was to become a life education 
for the participants who might 
have given up living a happy 
life.

Now Gushiken is struggling 
to build systems to return the 
soldiers to their homes by identi-
fying the bones through DNA 
examinations. 

GLP members entered the 
cave where people had hidden 
during the battle. They touched 
personal items that have re-
mained since those days and 

found the cave very dark and 
muddy. This experience cannot 
be learned by just reading text-
books. It gave them a deep im-
pression.

They could understand the 
need for achieving peace after 
touching the bones. Then, they 
realized that such a real experi-
ence that makes them learn the 
tragedy of war is very important 
for young generations to not re-
peat wars.

 
Interaction with 
Okinawa students

Students from Okinawa Pre-
fectural Naha Kokusai Senior 
High School, which, like Soka, 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chart 2. “How often do you talk about war (current conflicts, 
terrorism, etc.) with your family and freinds?”

Chart 1. “What kind of human rights issues are you interested in?”
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Chart 3. “Where have you heard about the practical experiences of 
war before?”
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By Risa Torigai and Ami Hiraoka

NOTICE TO READERS
　The Soka Gakuen Times was created 
by 16 members of the Global Leaders 
Program (GLP) of Soka Senior High 
School in Kodaira, Tokyo. The members 
illustrate the results of their research on 
global issues.

is also certified as a Super Glob-
al High School. Students from 
both schools discussed various 
topics such as their desire for 
peace. 

After cultivating friendships 
through the discussion, they 
went to Mabuni Hill where 
many people had jumped to 
their deaths during the Battle of 
Okinawa. They also went to 
Foundation of Peace, which is 
composed of stone monuments. 
The names of all the war dead 
are carved on each monument 
without the distinction of na-
tionalities and whether civilian 
or military. Students shared the 
time and pledged to build 
peace.

GLP members deepened un-
derstanding of the history of 
Okinawa and the tragedy of the 
war through interaction with 
local people during three days 
of fieldwork. “I will make ef-
forts to build a peaceful world 
after this fieldwork experience,” 
one of the members said pas-
sionately.

on students in three places: 
Soka Senior High School, 
Naha Kokusai Senior High 
School (Okinawa), University 

of California, Irvine from Au-
gust to September 2016.
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Changing our consciousness on nuclear weapons
GLP students conduct a survey in the U.S.
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GLP members visit California What is international human rights law?
Sixteen students of Soka Se-

nior High School took part in 
fieldwork in California to learn 
about war and peace from Aug. 
20 to 27.

On the second day, the stu-
dents visited the Simon Wiesen-
thal Center Museum of Toler-
ance and the Japanese American 
National Museum in Los Ange-
les. They learned about the Ho-
locaust and Japanese intern-
ment. Students also had a chance 
to learn how important to have 
generous views.

The students of GLP stayed at 
the University of California, Ir-
vine (UCI) for six days, from 

Aug. 21 to 26. The students at-
tended three lectures on sociol-
ogy and they presented their pa-
pers on peace studies to Tustin 
High School students and UCI 
undergraduate students. They 
had exchange meetings and 
campus tours with UCI students 
from Aug. 22 to 25.

They visited Soka University 
of America (SUA) on Aug. 25, 
where they took part in a cam-
pus tour and attended a lecture 
by Michael Weiner, an SUA 
professor.

Junzo Iida, a Soka University 
professor, and David Kaye, a Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, pro-
fessor, lectured on international 
human rights law. GLP members 
watched movies about what hu-
man rights are on the United for 
Human Rights website in Iida’s 
lecture. In Kaye’s lecture, the 
Soka students learned about pro-
cess in the development of the in-
ternational human rights law. The 
following is essential information 
to understand what international 
human rights law is.

Q: What is international hu-
man rights law?

A: International human rights 

law is one of the international 
laws, which are made commonly 
through ratification or accession.

Q: When did human rights be-
come a big international issue?

A: In 1948, the United Nations 
Human Rights Commission 
made the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR) in or-
der to prevent human beings 
from further massacres like the 
ones in World War II. UDHR 
does not have legal validity. 
UDHR became the source for 
various international human 
rights treaties.

By Maia Yamashita, Yuya Okada, Kazumi 
Yamamoto and Hisami Hojo By Naomi Tamagawa and Yoshimi Kondo
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Seventy-one years ago, the ex-
plosion of nuclear weapons 
killed more than 200,000 peo-
ple, and left many suffering from 
terrible nausea and deformation 
of their skin. Since chemical 
weapons and cluster bombs have 
been banned because of their in-
humane slaughtering method, 
we should prohibit nuclear 
weapons due to the same cruelty 
as chemical ones. In addition, 
their existence makes people 
vulnerable; the economic dam-
age by radioactivity violates the 
dignity of life. In an effort to 
find a way to abolish nuclear 
weapons, we studied about 
whether it is appropriate for 
atomic weapons to exist. In con-
crete terms, we judged if we can 
deny the existence of atomic 
bombs through international law 
under the notion of security.

First, using nuclear weapons 
is a violation of international 
law. The reason is that nuclear 

weapons generate radioactive 
materials that destroy the envi-
ronment and crops. International 
law bans the destruction of the 
environment and crops during 
wartime. In addition, using nu-
clear weapons for self-defense is 
dangerous because the defense 
can escalate into an annihilating 
atomic war. The International 
Court of Justice demands to 
avoid such cases. Thus self-de-
fense by nuclear weapons is an 
undesirable way. However, since 
there are a variety of interpreta-
tions of using atomic bombs, the 
current situation of this problem 
is very severe. 

Second, we protest nuclear 
weapons from the perspective of 
security. From the view of na-
tional security, the atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
enabled the U.S. to profit, in-
crease the United States’ pres-
ence and speed the end of the 
war. In addition, it has deterrent 

effect to hold nuclear weapons 
because some terrorists and 
rogue states exist in the present 
world. However, since the 21st 
century, when some researchers 
have come to insist on human 
security, the use and possession 
of nuclear weapons incur a loss 
from the perspective of human 
security. That is to say, the con-
ceptual conflict between nation-
al security and human security 
has occurred. Generally speak-
ing, however, they do not regard 
national security and human se-
curity as a confronting concept 
but a complementary one. Re-
garding the fact that the useful-
ness of nuclear weapons is rec-
ognized for the sake of national 
security, states should make a 
complete paradigm shift. This 
means we have to change our 
thinking from national security 
to human security in order to 
aim for nuclear abolition.

Like these, it is difficult to 

discriminate whether the exis-
tence of nuclear weapons is 
right by current international 
norms. In addition, each inter-
pretation of criteria like inter-
national law differs depending 
on their thoughts. In other 
words, this problem is really 
delicate; the road to nuclear ab-
olition may not be smooth. Ac-
tually, when we presented the 
results of our research work 
like above to some American 
high school students, they were 
embarrassed because they 
thought that nuclear deterrent 
maintained peace. This embar-
rassment shows the difference 
of thoughts on atomic bombs. 
When we approach nuclear ab-
olition from international law 
or security, we are required to 
change our consciousness on 
nuclear weapons.

By  Yuya Okada, Arashu Onodera and 
Sakura Mori

David Kaye lectures California fieldwork members.
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[SGH×SGU*] What I learned from GLP
Two GLP students interviewed 

Taiga Baba, a member of the first 
GLP class. Currently, he is a 
freshman in Jurisprudence De-
partment at Soka University. On 
campus, he is a part of Global 
Citizenship Program (GCP), a 
specially designed class to foster 
global citizens. In GCP, 30 stu-
dents are selected to study for a 
foundation in many fields.

What is your best memory in 
GLP?

My best memory in GLP is 
fieldwork in Hiroshima. I was 
impressed by the stories told by 
Hibakusha (atomic bomb survi-
vors). They talked about how 
they had survived after being 
bombed and illness caused by ra-
diation. I found that the stories of 
Hibakusha were not known to 
the general public through the 
media, thus it is important to dia-
logue and hear these stories first-
hand.

Do you find similarities be-
tween GLP and GCP?

GLP provides basic skills for 
GCP activities. Both programs 
conduct a poster-making work-
shop, interviews and fieldwork. 
Through these activities in GLP, 
I gained presentation skills, logi-
cal and critical thinking skills, 
research skills and communica-
tion skills that are all useful in 
GCP. Next February, I’m going 
to the Philippines for fieldwork 
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and, with the skills I developed 
in GLP, I hope my fieldwork will 
be better than it would have been 
able without my GLP skills. 
Also, taking an online English 
conversation lesson from Filipino 
teachers regularly and talking 
with Indian high school students 
helps me a lot.

Compared with other GCP 
students, I feel I can communi-
cate with English native speakers 
more. Above all, I’m not afraid of 
people from different back-
grounds.

Please give some advice to 
current GLP students.

I believe that in SGH, GLP is 
the only program that combines 
the opinions of SGH and the phi-
losophy of Soka. How fortunate 
the students are, to experience 
these activities at their age! With 
further learning opportunities as 
SGH, I hope the students lead 
Soka schools through their ef-
forts. Moreover, I hope the stu-
dents create a new tradition as 
pioneers with a wide perspective. 
It is also important to remember 
that GLP has the mission to bring 
fruit to the effort of the school.

What are language arts?

*The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 

Science and Technology designated Soka 

Senior High School and Soka University 

as a Super Global High School (SGH) and 

Super Global University (SGU), respectively.

Taiga Baba, a GCP student at Soka University
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Alumni recommend peace museums
In June 2015, students of inau-

gural GLP class visited peace 
museums in Tokyo, comparing 
the perspectives of exhibits. Ma-
sayuki Oyama and Nene Inoue 
— members of that first GLP 
class — introduce peace muse-
ums in Tokyo. 

Oyama recommended the Ko-
rea Museum, “You will develop 
your interest in Korea and deep-
en your understanding of Ko-
rea,” he said. “In addition to the 
comprehensive history of the re-
lationship between Japan and 
Korea, this museum displays 
Korean culture and drama. The 
display is created from a Korean 
perspective, which is a rare case 
in the museums we researched.” 

Inoue visited the Memorial 

Museum for Soldiers, Detainees 
in Siberia and Postwar Repatri-
ates. 

In this museum, the displays 
are designed to tell the suffering 
of Japan’s World War II soldiers, 
detainees in Siberia, and post-
war repatriates. “You can find 
precious historical antiques. 
Wearing a diorama coat of Japa-
nese laborers at Siberia was very 
moving” Inoue said. This mu-
seum is looked after by the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications. 

Like this research on muse-
ums, GLP conducts programs to 
learn about a wide range of per-
spectives.

When someone asks Japanese 
“Do you like cats,” some re-
spond only “Yes” or “No.” On 
the contrary, Westerners reply 
like “Yes I do. I like cats be-
cause I can breed them easily. 
So I am fond of cats” to this 
question. They learn language 

arts since their entrance into el-
ementary schools. According to 
Tsukuba Language Arts Insti-
tute, language arts is a subject, 
in which students think logical-
ly and express to make their 
cou nte r pa r t s  u nder s t a nd 
through smooth communica-
tion. 

Soka Senior High School has 
adopted language arts this year 
to train students so that they 
will play an active role in the 
world. In this class, for exam-
ple, students play a question 
and answer game in which they 
repeat answering logically to 
simple questions such as the 

one mentioned above. They 
also learn how to analyze pic-
tures and sentences critically. 
All of these activities are sup-
posed to be done in mother 
tongue. 

Now, imagine playing the 
Q&A game. There are two 
things that require attention. 
Firstly, specify both subject 
and object in speaking. Sec-
ondly, describe in the order of 
conclusion, reason, and conclu-
sion again. Based on these 
points, answer this question, 
“Do you like English?”

By Shinsaku Takikawa and Kanon GotoGLP members learning language 
arts in a group with teachers.
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By Shunji Fueki and Tsugumi Minami

By Shunji Fueki and Tsugumi Minami


