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(DA series of construction the Community
Library

Neypeck village in Kampong Thom
Province in Cambodia—literacy rate
40%

monitoring  survey—78% of villager
answered[felt anxious or inconvenient
due to cannot read or write |

L
The village needs the Library and Literacy
class 1
Built the Community Librar

What a community library

3E1#24%

Shinobu Omori

Literacy rate in Southeast Asia (% of those aged 15+)

b Wiy i My
gy

@The library organizes various events
The library organizes various events such
as..]

()Running the library

(Literacy class

@Agricaltural training, health & hygiene
workshop

@Sports and cultural activities

Yr[The purpose of running the library]
—development of village and improve the
life of residents

@What a community library need{my proposal)

(Dcommunity library needs to provide
rental service of book which develop basic
academic skills of children
Reason— I Reading books play a major role
in terms of develop children’s imagination
and spiritual happiness, along with that,
develop logical thinking. |

quoted from MEXTT concepl of future library service )

@rc y library should operate as

<BHEXM—K >

wE-fF

DEHERSEF+HURRR+= EES (MR EEA D w7 ERR

54?47:)(2017)th.u110ﬂ FEHLTICH LD, ). &
i ikt &3, p.60-61,68-69,118-119,

2)(2013&35)“ A REIH R~ REN LS BR &
~ AT 1 A1 (JICA) 3RU-SI, p.18-21

12 o
FTP-ALH—FaF)L Sx{> CAREDXEthE—5 Ho
RIT RBISLEHE, p1

a place where children can relax.
Reason—| want to save children who feel
themselves out of place in their school and
home by running the library.

C nity  library port
children’s mind

for the

[cCharacteristic]—Anyone from adults to a
children can use the Community Library
(iiPersonal educational support

2)Protection of local culture
@Provide  appropriately
residents

@Provide the space where enjoy the reading
books and study materials

(@The success reason of running the library

{DGrasp the villager’s literacy rate by monitoring
survey
ZVillage municipalities really can think to solve
the problem
@village municipalities and volunteer group can
discussion & know clearly what the village needs
@To develop the librarians
S Public relations of activity by mobile library
—expand resident’s understanding of the library
®The volunteer group formulate the annual
activity plan, draw up a budget, & support funding
{ZAgricultural  training, health and hygiene
workshop—Providing learning directly useful for
everyday life
<References>>
Books*booklet
1) 8hanti Volunteer Associatian,(2017)I'm 10 years old, | grew
up without knowing the book. J,.Godo-Shuppan
Co..Lid, p.60-61,68-69,118-119,
2)(March 201 S)TEdu:annn for Intemational Practice collection of
materials~Let's know the world! Let's think!~ JJapan International
Cooperation Agency{JICA)Global Plaza.p.18-21
Internet
3)CARE:- International Japan, CARE's list of support areas
Cambodia Impact of civil war. p.1
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MIIS #f %8 B 65D =2 A b :“On the whole, your team did a really good job to put the
basic information of nuclear weapons, nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation
regimes concisely. I think you were supposed to touch upon briefly the current
challenges in nuclear issues in the mini project. But it's ok. Please try to briefly
study the current nuclear challenges such as US-Russia's potential new arms
race, North Korea, Iran etc before you move to the final project. I look forward
to your final project.”
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Are there differences in “nuclear education” between

Nagasaki and other areas?
Rika Kumagai, Misuzu Kawai, Shiori Yamaguchi and Ryunosuke Matsunaga, SOKA HIGH SCHOOL

Question: Are there differences in nuclear disarmament education
between the bombed area and areas which were not bombed?
eWhy education? 2 Relationship with highschool students
o _nuclear disarmament educationzJnon textbook

eDifferencesEdLearning quantity*Learning quality

Hypothesis Research Methods
Differences in nuclear disarmament —AQuestionnaire in Nagasaki
education exist between the bombed area —Interview (Target: Kwassui Senior High School
(Nagasaki) and other areas Peace club students)
Question

[EdThere are many HIBAKUSHA and facilities| | —Hometown —Content of education

We thought history is inherited through —Have you ever learned about nuclear issues in

education school?
Result

Have you ever learned about nuclear Education in NAGASAKI

issues in school? ® Peace assembly

—slisten to the experience of Hibakusya

(People in Nagasaki » {Other prefectures) ® Educational field trip

—Atomic bomb museum
Bombproof shelter

Egs ® Every August 9th is school day
YES —Research presentation and drama
NO 92.9% performance
YES 57.9% # Exhibition of nuclear damage in school
93.1%
Education in other prefectures
. ® School trip

Conclusion ® Moral education

There are differences in There are differences in

learning opportunities learning content

Future steps
#Spread nuclear disarmament education of Nagasaki nationwide

e.g.) Create required subject / Establish a museum
e“Education from various angles is necessary, not just damage” (YAMAGUCHI, 2019)
e.g.) American social background at the time of the drop / Peaceful use / International situation

Reference
H. YAMAGUCHI, Nagasaki University Research Center for Nuclear Weapons Abolition, Lecture (2013.8.23)
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‘Championship mentahty strengthens team

Soka Senior High School’s
baseball team came in second
place in the 2019 summer West-
ern Tokyo high school baseball
tournament, participated by many
strong teams. The team is the first
in twelve years to reach the final
match of the tournament, only to

lose to Kokugakuin Kugayama. If

Soka’s team had beat Kokugakuin
Kugayama in the finals, it would
have gone to Koshien baseball
stadium, the well-known national
high school baseball champion-
ship, in Hyogo Prefecture. This
time, Soka Gakuen Times gets
looks into the secret as to how
they accomplished such a feat.
The team’s slogan is “Champion-
ship mentality,” which means
having dignity as a champion and
behaving like a champion. This
spirit was adopted not only in
baseball, but also in school and
dormitory lives. This may be a
concrete conduct of what the
school founder said is “humanity

baseball.”

“We have been trained on the
technical playing of baseball, but
moreover, we have been trained
on mentality and lifestyle. Thanks
to the support and cheer from
those around us, we learned to be-
come more aware of details in
many aspects,” said Takaya Sasa-
ki, former captain of the baseball
team.

Also, team manager Tetsuro
Katagiri said that this year’s team
particularly  possessed  makeji-
damashii  (unyielding  spirit),
which has traditionally been trea-
sured in Soka.

For example, teams that do not
do well autumn or spring tourna-
ments are less likely to do well in
summer. The Soka team did not
do well in autumn 2018 and spring
2019, and thus did not gain the
seeded position in the summer
tournament. However, they had
been training hard to overcome
their weak points, and eventually
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Soka Senior High School’s baseball team at Meiji Jingu Stadium

achieved a dramatic winning-
streak over the 2019 summer
competition.

Additionally, members not cho-
sen as first strings in autumn or
spring are less likely to be selected
as first strings in summer. How-
ever, Kazamasa Furukawa, who
was not chosen as a first string
member in spring 2019 due to an
elbow injury, recovered dramati-
cally to be a first-string pitcher
and pitched nine innings in the fi-
nal of the summer tournament. In
the end, he was selected as a To-

kyo U-17 team member to play in
Cuba in December.

Ryusei Nakayama was not se-
lected as a first string in autumn
2018 and spring 2019, but was
picked as a clean-up slugger and
hit a home run that tied the score
in the middle of the game in the
final match in summer.

Third year students have ended
club activities, but don’t miss a
chance to see the performance of
present first and second-year stu-
dents, who inherited the “cham-
pion mentality” from their seniors.

Active learning’ focuses on the ability to work with others

Soka Senior High School im-
plemented a learning method
called “active learning” several
years ago. Active learning is said
to be a generic name of a learn-
ing method in which learners
participate in learning activities.
Soka Gakuen Times conducted a
questionnaire targeting about
1,000 students. It was revealed
that the students had a good im-
pression for active learning. (Re-
fer to the graphs).

Soka Gakuen Times inter-
viewed Seiichiro Shioda, the
principal of Soka Senior High
School about active learning at
Soka. The reason why this edu-
cational method was introduced
is that Tsunesaburou Makiguchi,
the founder of the value-creating
education society concept, was
practicing an education method
such as active learning and work-
ing on an educational reform in
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Students work together to tackle
different challenges.

line with the policy of the Minis-
try of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology. In addi-
tion, Shioda feels that active
learning, which can improve a
student’s academic ability and let
them practice moral education,
leads to the growth of the stu-
dent’s personality, and is the ba-
sis of Soka education aiming at a
“human” education. He also said
that active learning leads to the
improvement of non-cognitive
skills. Non-cognitive skills are

abilities that cannot be ex-
pressed by numerical values,
such as an ability to work hard
to achieve a goal or another to
interact well with other peo-
ple. He also said helping oth-
ers makes people aware of the
meaning of their existence,
which makes them happy.
Thus, the ability to interact
well with others is important,
he added. When asked what
kind of education he would
like to pursue in the future, he
said he would aim for educa-
tion that would not leave any-
one behind.

To sum up, the survey found
that active learning has helped
students take initiative of their
studies. It is also found that
many students have a favor-
able attitude toward active

Have you realized the good points of
active learning?

.-
.-

Many students are aware of the value of
active learning.

Do you think active learning should
continue?

-
-

Almost 90% of the students answered

learning. Soka will promote
more independent learning.
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that the school should continue
active learning.
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Festival unites students through music

At Soka Gakuen, a music fes-
tival is held every December.
All music clubs will perform at
the festival with cooperation
among the campuses of Tokyo
Soka Elementary School, Soka
Junior High School and Soka
Senior High School. Every club
member participates at the won-
derful festival. Students who
belong to a music club take the
festival very seriously and prac-
tice very hard for it. Soka
Gakuen Times interviewed rep-
resentatives from three of sev-
eral music clubs prior to the
music festival.

First, Soka Gakuen Times in-
terviewed Mitsuaki Ikeda, a first
year in high school and belongs
to the string music club.

“I think the charm of the string
music club is that the club mem-
bers are tied together in a fami-
ly-like bond. It is easy to coop-
erate with other club members
to create sound from scratch be-
cause our club has few mem-
bers. Because there are joint
performances with the brass
band club at the music festival, I
would like to do my best to per-
form in harmony with it. I only
started string music in high
school, but I would like to learn
from seniors and do my best.”

Next Soka Gakuen Times in-
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Soka Gakuen's music festival was held on Dec. 22, 2019.

terviewed Madoka Hamasaki, a
second year student in high
school who is the student coun-
cil president and belongs to the
Tsubasa chorus club.

“The music festival is the last
event before the seniors retire
from club activities, so I'll do
my best to have them think that
they can entrust us. In addition,
my mother living in Aichi Pre-
fecture comes to watch the mu-
sic festival, so I want to impress
her. Tsubasa chorus club is a
wonderful club because we can
encourage each other by sharing
each other’s problem, and we
can be motivated by the clubs’
junior members. And as the rep-

resentative of Soka, I would say
all music clubs are united as one
to impress all the visitors.”

Next, Koichi Sato, a junior
high school student, is a mem-
ber of the brass band club.
“There are brass band clubs in
Tokyo Soka Elementary School,
Soka Junior High School and
Soka Senior High School. And
they will play together in the
festival, so it’s a precious op-
portunity for the students. Each
member is determined to make
the festival successful and ev-
eryone happy, so they practice
very hard.”

The final interviewee Atsuko
Takasu, who belongs to the

brass band club and in the third
year at senior high school.

“Every member of the brass
band club cares about one an-
other. In addition, a detailed
practice plan is necessary until
the day of the music festival as
there is a large number of music
titles performed, though there is
little time for practice. But we
appreciate the time of sharing
problems with each other, be-
cause we believe that it helps
our performance greatly in a
better way. This is the last year
for me to participate in the mu-
sic festival. I want to express
my gratitude to the people who
have taken care of me for three
years and to all the people who
supported me. Particularly, I
want to thank my mother for in-
spiring me to begin music. And
I am making much more effort
to make the music festival suc-
cessful.”

In conclusion, the music festi-
val is the only event comprising
students from elementary, ju-
nior high and high schools, and
thus everybody feels strong
about making it successful. In
addition, participating students
will do their best not only for
club activities, but also for the
people who have taken care of
them.

Students use lunch time for interactions, sports practice

Soka Gakuen Times inter-
viewed two people to ask about
how they spend their lunch
break. The first interviewee was
Kazuhiro Saito, who discussed
“taiwa,” a Japanese word liter-
ally meaning “dialogue,” he is
engaged in during lunch break.
The dialogue is something that
has conventionally been con-
ducted in Soka as a means of
understanding each other; stu-
dents discuss various topics,
such as goals of high school
life, the challenges they are tak-
ing on, or uneasiness that they
have.

The first question is why he
started dialogue. He answered,
“I have three reasons. First, I
want to make friends. Second, 1
want to know about my partner
well. Third, I want my partner

to know my thoughts.”

The second question is what
kind of topics he usually talks
about. He answered, “For ex-
ample, topics are like, why we
started dialogue. But I always
navigate my partner because I
can initiate profound conversa-
tion.”

The third question is if he has
changed through dialogue. His
answer was, “I have become
frank about myself.”

Lunch break also has another
aspect.

The badminton club’s leader
Fukuki Toh said, “We practice
during lunch break. During reg-
ular practice time, training pro-
grams are fixed. If we want to
improve our weak points, lunch
break is the best time to do so.”

Not only does lunch break

function as practice opportuni-
ties, it is a precious chance for
club members to decide their
goals. They decided that Mon-
day lunch breaks are their meet-
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Students having fun during lunch time

ing time, where they discuss
important topics on club mat-
ters. Lunch break at Soka is a
time for fostering initiative for
its students.
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STUDENT'S AUTONOMY

Broadcasting station helps prepare for Glory Day

Many students support Soka
Senior High School's Glory
Day, which is one of the three
main events of Soka. Among
people working on Glory Day,
Soka Gakuen Times Inter-
viewed second-year  high

school student Naoko Mizuta

Day as core members

Second year students of the broadcasting station who supported Glory

and third-year high school stu-
dent Yukiko Akase, who
worked as leaders of the
broadcasting station.

The broadcasting station pre-
pares for Glory Day by getting
various equipment ready and
collecting information. The two
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The student council: Go

In Soka Senior High School’s
student council, there are 10
members who have great per-
sonalities. As “worker ants,”
they work hard to make vari-
ous school events successful.

First, students who want to
join the council have to run for
the school election, which is
held once a year in May. They
have to make an attractive
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Madoka Hamasaki, who is now
the president of the student
council, gave a speech in front of
an audience as a candidate for
council.

speech to the students in order
to get votes. After being elect-
ed, they can become members
of the student council official-
ly. Then, their activities start.
From September to November,
they work with committee
members who prepare for So-
ka’s three big events — Glory
Day, Passion Day and Wisdom
Day. These traditional events
are momentous because they
remind students of their mis-
sions and vows to be leaders at
the frontline of society, which
school founder Daisaku Ikeda
has told Soka students. In Jan-
uary, council members plan to
hold lunch gatherings with
managers of student clubs for
socializing purposes. Through
them, club managers can share
with the councils their strug-
gles. Also, they organize stu-
dent general meetings and
morning assemblies, as well as
deliver a welcome speech to
important guests from over-
seas, among other things.

"I joined the council because
I wanted to change myself and
express my gratitude to Soka
with my actions," said Mado-
ka Hamasaki, the president of

said they evaluate =
accuracy of pre- :
paratory  works.
Especially when
it comes to place-
ment of equip-
ment, a 1-milli-
meter swerve of
an adhesive tape
is crucial, the two
said. They endure
pressure on their
own in order not
to make mistakes.

Also, they al-
ways try not to
forget to show gratitude to
others. They said firmly “Be-
cause there are clubs and peo-
ple that ask for our work, we
can have this job as broadcast-
ing station managers.”

The members of the broad-

casting station spend a lot of

time with each member when

Naoko Mizuta (right) and Yukiko Akase work as
leaders of the broadcasting station

The 10 "worker ants" of the student council are working to build Soka

they work. Thus, they build
strong bonding regardless of
their age. This is how broad-
casting station members be-
come close to each other.

Thanks to the broadcasting
station, Soka students can go
through Glory Day with great
success.

-getters of Soka Gakuen

High School’s foundation. They never forget to smile.

the student council.

She added that she would
like to organize events that in-
volve the entire Soka student
body, which will enhance the
school’s atmosphere. She real-
izes the student council needs
to incorporate more options
from students to make Soka a
better place.

Even though student council
members are really busy and
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have lots of things to do, each
of them never forgets their re-
sponsibility and pride as a
council member. It is neces-
sary for students in Soka to re-
alize that there are always stu-
dent council members behind
important events, in order to
support them without any ob-
structions. Were it not for the
student council, Soka events
would not be held smoothly.
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SOKA'S EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT

Library plays central role in Soka education

Soka Gakuen’s elementary,
junior and high schools each
have a big library. The libraries
are indispensable to the school
lives of Soka students, and
many Soka Senior High School
students say the charm of their
school is a library. The library
at the high school is called Kei-
setsu Library, named after the
Chinese archaic phrase. Keiset-
su literally means “lighting
bugs and snow” and signifies
studying hard by reading at
night with lights from lighting
bugs in summer and snow in
winter. The name Keisetsu also
signifies the school founder’s
word of wisdom for students,
“Learning by working hard.”
The founder named the library
at the elementary school Ro-
man Library and the one at the
junior high school, Platon Li-
brary. The three libraries have

about 180,000 books that are
not only Japanese books, but
also texts written in English.
Keisetsu Library has about
100,000 books. Keisetsu Li-
brary librarian Sachiko Narumi
said one of the good points
about the library is its long
opening hours from 7:30 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Another point is that
the quantity of books about the
founder is much larger than
other libraries.

In addition, Emika Yoshimo-
to, a high school student and
the chairperson of the library
committee, recommended stu-
dents to use Keisetsu Library
as a place to study because it
is very quiet and has a nice at-
mosphere. While young peo-
ple have been losing interest
in reading, it is essential for
Soka students to make people
aware of the importance of

Upon entering the library, visitors will encounter the wooden board
that reads the library’s name, “Keisetsu Library.”

reading, which improve the
quality of life.

Many students at Soka Se-
nior High School cherish their
own library. The libraries con-
tribute to fostering culture and

humanity of students. Such an
environment may be the charm
of Soka education, whose mis-
sion is to nurture skilled indi-
viduals who will be successful
within global society.

Students hone their speakmg skills at an English workshop

On Nov. 10 and 11, 2019,
Soka Senior High School held
its English Camp, which is a
workshop conducted entirely
in English at Soka University
in the city of Hachioji. Thirty
seven of first-, second- and
third-year students attended
the workshop. The students
interacted with international
students in English at Soka
University and each group
made posters about a variety
of themes, such as breakfast,
entrance examinations, rest-
rooms and country compari-
son, by interviewing interna-
tional students. On the second
day, the students delivered
presentations confidently in
English on posters they made.

The English Camp was held
as part of the Super Global
High School activities, an edu-
cational project of the govern-
ment. The attendance fee is free
and the students who want to
participate have only to pay for
foods. Before attending the
English Camp, the students had
to attend several meetings and
share their goals for the camp
with their group members.
They also decided their poster’s
themes beforehand.

English Camp pamc|pants interact with international

students at Soka University.

On the first day, the students
took a lecture on how to make a
good poster from Darwin Gui-
ana, who teaches at Soka Uni-
versity. After having lunch, they
interacted with international
students. The Soka high school
students interviewed them to
collect information on culture of
their home countries in prepara-
tion to make posters. Each group
of Soka high school students got
help from one of the interna-
tional students to make posters.
The students learned how to ex-
press words in English from
them. The camp not only had
tasks such as making posters,

but also  fun
events such as tea
break and dinner
with the interna-
tional  students.
The students en-
joyed talking with
them about favor-
ite anime, movies
and games. After
returning to the
lodging  house,
the students con-
tinued to make
posters by coop-
erating with their
group members.
On the second day, the stu-
dents practiced poster presenta-
tion in the morning. The poster
presentation was held in the af-
ternoon. Several native English
language teachers at Soka Se-
nior High School came to see
their posters. After finishing the
closing ceremony, some inter-
national  students  suddenly
started a dance performance.
Some students and a teacher at-
tended this and many cheered
wildly. They enjoyed the Eng-
lish Camp until the end. One of
the students said, “It was fun to
get over the language barrier
without being afraid of failure.”
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The English Camp will not
be held next year because the
period during which Soka Se-
nior High School is designated
as a Super Global High School
will end. Soka Gakuen Times
hopes that Soka Senior High
School continues to hold Eng-
lish education workshop such
as the English Camp.
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