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Nuclear threat class by students for students

AR B DO A~ BRI T

On Dec. 20, the Global Leaders
Program (GLP) members taught a
class about nuclear issues to first
year students at Soka Junior High
School. GLP members had pre-
pared for the class for five months.
It was the first time for GLP to
have a class about abolition of
nuclear weapons.

The purpose of this class was
to enable students to logically
explain why nuclear weapons are
harmful and why they should not
hold or use nuclear weapons by
learning about the limit of nucle-
ar deterrence theory and the in-
humanity of nuclear weapons
empirically.

GLP consists of 16 members
selected from second- and third-
year students of the high school.
Every Tuesday and Friday after
school, they learn about nuclear
abolition for about two hours.

They taught juniors the situa-
tion surrounding nuclear weap-

ons by using the video GLP
made. It showed opinions on
nuclear deterrence theory of
both nuclear-holding states and
non-nuclear holding states. Ad-
ditionally, they did a simulation
game, which was based on the
incident that took place between
the Soviet Union and the U.S. in
the past. The GLP then told stu-
dents the danger of nuclear
weapons, giving five questions
about damages that nuclear
weapons truly cause. At the end
of the class, they asked the stu-
dents, “What can we do?” The
aim of this class was for partici-
pants to think what they can do
to solve nuclear issues by them-
selves. However, the lesson
didn’t yield direct solutions, and
thus each student would need to
analyze it. GLP members also
want to seek out strategies and
contributions to the abolition of
nuclear weapons.

[ .
Junior high school students exchanged opmuons on the reason why North
Korea possesses nuclear weapons with fact sheets on the country's
internal affairs, military affairs and diplomacy.

After the class, one of the GLP
members said, “Through this ex-
perience, [ realized that I need to
study more about not only nuclear
issues, but also various interna-
tional problems.” Another GLP
student mentioned that at first,
this effort was to make the content
understandable for junior high
school students, but at the same
time he could organize his knowl-
edge of nuclear issues.

Soka Gakuen Times also asked
junior high school students about

.
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their impressions of the class.
One of them said, “These is-
sues seemed very difficult to
learn. However, today’s class
was well arranged, so I was able
to think about these issues deep-
Iy Additionally, some partici-
pants mentioned that this class
has changed their mind. “Before
taking this class, I was thinking
that nuclear deterrence is reli-
able. But through this class, 1 re-
alized the vulnerability that nu-
clear deterrence possesses.”
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